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Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Directors of 

the Astronomical Society of the Pacific, held in 

the Rooms of the Society, 748 Phelan Building, 

San Francisco, on March 30, 1912, at 7 :30 p. m. 

President J. D. Galloway in the chair. There were present, in addi- 
tion to the President, the following Directors : W. W. Campbell, R. G. 
Aitken, A. O. Leuschner, Charles S. Cushing, Charles Burck- 
halter, A. G. McAdie, S. D. Townley, and D. S. Richardson. 

The attention of the Board was directed by the Secretary to the fact 
that the engrossed certificates formerly issued by the Society to new 
members, attesting membership, had been discontinued in recent years, 
and the pleasure of the Board was asked as to the renewal of the 
practice. On motion of Director Cu-shing, seconded by Director Town- 
ley, the Secretary was instructed to learn what had become of the origin- 
al plates from which these certificates were printed and what it would 
cost to replace them in the event that they had been lost or destroyed. 
The Secretary was instructed to report at the next regular meeting. 

On motion of Director Aitken, seconded by Director Campbell, the 
Publication Committee was instructed to strike out the following para- 
graph from the "Notice" which generally appears on the last page of 
the Publications: — 

The Secretary will send to any member of the Society suitable stationery, 
stamped with the teal of the Society, at cost price as follows: a block of letter 
paper, 40 cents; of note paper, 25 cents; a package of envelopes, 25 cents. These 
prices include postage. 

This action was taken, after brief discussion, on the ground that the 
sale of the Society's stationery subserved no useful purpose. 

The attention of the Board was directed to the fact that many re- 
quests are received by the Society from members and correspondents 
in different parts of the world for back and missing numbers of the 
Publications, such requests not being accompanied by remittances. The 
question raised concerned the obligation of the Society to make good 
any losses not attributable to its own negligence or the failure of the 
mails. On motion of Director Leuschner, seconded by Director 
Cushing, the Secretary was instructed to refer such requests in future 
to the Publication Committee, which committee should have power 
to act on the merits of each individual case. 

In pursuance of action taken by the Board of Directors at the meet- 
ing of August 26, 191 1, held at the Lick Observatory, and looking to 
certain desired changes in the By-Laws of the Society, Director Cush- 
ing, who had been appointed at the said meeting of August 26, ign, 
as a committee of one to look into the legal aspects of the matter and 
report thereon, made a motion to the effect that Article III of the By- 
Laws of the Society be amended to read as follows : — 
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Article III. 

At each annual election there shall be elected a Board of eleven Directors, 
and a Committee on Publication, consisting of two members. The officers of this 
Society shall be a President, three Vice-Presidents, two Secretaries, and a Treas- 
urer. The Directors shall organize immediately after their election, and elect 
from their number the officers of the Society. Five Directors shall constitute a 
quorum at any meeting. They may also appoint a Librarian, and such other 
assistants as may be required. The Directors shall fill by appointment any 
vacancies which may occur after the annual election. 

The Library of the Society shall be kept in San Francisco and shall be open to 
the use of all the members. 

[Note. — The amendment inserts the statement as to the number of Directors 
constituting a quorum, and reduces the membership of the Publication Committee 
to two.] 

The motion of Director Cushing was seconded by Director Camp- 
bell and carried by the unanimous consent of the nine Directors 
present. 

Director Cushing moved that Article IX of the By-Laws be amended 
as follows : — 

Article IX. 

The annual meeting of this Society shall be held on the last Saturday in Jan- 
uary, at eight o'clock p. m., at the rooms of the Society in San Francisco; and 
meetings shall be . held for the ordinary transaction and purposes of the Society, 
as follows: — 

A meeting shall be held in the Library of the Lick Observatory at a suitable 
hour on the last Saturday of August; and meetings shall be held in the rooms 
of the Society, in San Francisco, at eight o'clock p. m., on -the last Saturdays of 
January, March, June and November; but it shall be within the discretion of the 
President to designate other places or times of meeting in San Francisco or 
vicinity, for the meetings of March, June, August and November, whenever, in his 
opinion, such changes will be to the advantage of the Society. 

A special meeting may be called by the President, or, in his absence or dis- 
ability, by one of the Vice-Presidents, or, in the absence or disability of both the 
President and the Vice-Presidents, by the Secretary, on the written requisition of 
ten active or life members; and the object of such meeting shall be stated in the 
notice by which it is called. 

The annual election shall be held on the day of the annual meeting, between 
the hours of 8:15 and 9 p. m. 

No member shall be permitted to vote at any meeting of the Society who has 
not paid all his dues for past and current years. There shall be no voting by 
proxy. 

[Note. — The amendments consist in changing date of annual meeting from 
March to January, and in rendering the times of other meetings more elastic] 

The motion of Director Cushing on Article IX was seconded by 
Director Aitken and carried by the unanimous vote of the nine Direc- 
tors present. 

Director Cushing then moved that Article XV of the By-Laws be 
amended to read as follows : — 

Article XV. 

The By-Laws may be amended at any time by a consenting vote of seven mem- 
bers of the Board of Directors at any duly called meeting thereof. 

[Note. — The amendment consists in reducing the number of votes necessary to 
change the By-Laws from nine to seven.] 
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The motion of Director Cushing on Article XV was seconded by- 
Director Campbell and carried by the unanimous vote of the nine 
Directors present. 

Director Cushing moved that a new article to be known as Article 
XVII, and reading as follows, be added to the By-Laws: — 

Article XVII. 
The Society may, by a majority vote of its Directors, elect to join associations 
of scientific societies and may, by like vote, elect to discontinue such association, 

The motion of Director Cushing on Article XVII was seconded by 
Directors Townley and Burckhalter and carried by the unanimous 
vote of the nine directors present. 

On motion of Director Leuschner, seconded by Director McAdie, 
all the official acts and proceedings of the Board of Directors during 
the fiscal year ending March 30, 1912, were ratified and approved. 

On motion of Director Townley, seconded by Director Leuschner, 
it was resolved by the Board that immediate steps be taken by the 
officials of the Society to secure the affiliation of the Astronomical 
Society of the Pacific with the Pacific Association of Scientific So- 
cieties, and the President and Secretary of the Astronomical Society 
of the Pacific were designated as representatives to the affiliated 
organization. 

Adjourned. D. S. Richardson, Secretary. 



Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Astronomical 
Society of the Pacific, held in the Assembly Hall 
of the Phelan Building, San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia, on March 30, 1912, at 8:00 p. m. 

The meeting was called to order by President J. D. Galloway. 
On motion of Mr. C. S. Cushing, seconded by Mr. Frank V. Cornish, 
the reading of the minutes of the previous annual meeting was dis- 
pensed with and same were approved as printed in the Publications. 

The President called for reports of standing committees, as follows : — 

Finance Committee — C. S. Cushing, Chairman. No report other 
than the audited statement of the Treasurer. 

Publication Committee — H. D. Curtis, Chairman. In the absence 
of the chairman, President Galloway briefly explained the changes ef- 
fected in the personnel of this committee at the Directors meeting of 
August 26, 191 1, at Lick Observatory. He further directed attention 
to the amendment of Article III of the By-Laws of the Society, at 
the Board Meeting of March 30, 1912, whereby the membership of the 
Publication Committee was reduced from three to two. 

Library Committee — D. S. Richardson, Chairman. Verbal report 
of chairman to the effect that no books had been purchased during the 



